
 

                 

                 

                 

                 

Mission Statement 
Edgewood ISD provides an 

exceptional learning experience 
that engages, empowers, and 
prepares students to compete 

and reach their highest potential 
in an ever-changing World. 

 
Vision 

For every child, success in life. 
Edgewood Proud! 

 
Goal 2: Focus on Students, 
Families and Communities 

 

 The superintendent will 
increase communication and 
visibility between parents, 
teachers, students and 
community, regarding the 
educational progress and 
school events.   

 The superintendent will 
create a space where scholar 
voice will be encouraged and 
validated, and meaningfully 
reflected in decision-making 
processes.   
 

 
 

 

The Edgewood Independent School District has a rich history steeped in culture, pride and 

legacy.  Edgewood ISD has been at the forefront of education policy that has shaped issues 

on public school finance, both in Texas and across the nation.  To ensure that Edgewood 

ISD is committed to sustaining the legacy that has long been aligned to service for the 

community, with a mission to provide exceptional experiences that will allow our students to 

reach their highest potential, EISD has developed the following legislative priorities:   

 
STATE ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES: 
 

I. Amend the state accountability system to more accurately reflect the 
performance of school districts and campuses. 
 
The state school accountability system over-emphasizes the role of standardized 
testing as a marker for success, negating some of the critical features of what truly 
makes a quality district or campus.  It also takes the “one-size fits all” approach at 
assessing success without taking into account some of the more challenging 
environments different school districts are forced to contend with.  Additionally, 
Texas requires more assessments than the federal accountability system. 

 
II. Ensure the continuation of Individual Graduation Committees that would 

allow individuals to graduate when they have successfully completed all 
curriculum requirements. 

 
The heavy reliance on the state assessment as a metric for comprehension and 
success hinders the development and advancement of some individuals who may 
not be successful test-takers, but otherwise present as grasping and retaining 
content.     

 
 
 

 
 
 

EDGEWOOD ISD 2019 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 



                 

                 

        

Edgewood Independent 
School District 

EISD Board of Trustees 
 
Roy Richard Soto, President 
 
Frank Espinoza, Vice President 
 
Stella Camacho, Secretary 
 
Richard Santoyo, Member 
 
Timothy Payne, Member 
 
Martha Castilla, Member 
 
Dr. Eduardo Hernandez, 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 

The Edgewood Independent 
School District strives to be a 

leading voice to protect the right 
to a quality public education for 
the more than 5.3 million Texas 

children being served by the 
Texas public education system. 

 
Each and every child is deserving 
of a pathway for a bright future! 
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Marisa Perez-Diaz 

Director of Strategic Partnerships 
(210) 444-7597 
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San Antonio, TX 78237 

 
 
 

SCHOOL FINANCE: 
I. EISD opposes the implementation of legislation that is found by the Legislative 

Budget Board to impose a fiscal impact on any school district without 
corresponding funding or authority for affected districts to automatically 
increase local tax rates.  
 
EISD, like most other school districts, is forced to work with a decreasing budget from 
year to year due to cuts to public school finance.  As a result, resources to support 
traditional day-to-day operations are sparse.  The EISD community is currently maxed 
at the percentage of property taxes paid to the school district.  Being forced to 
implement directives without a funding stream to support them puts the EISD 
community in a situation of having to cut from some programs to meet legislative 
requirements, thus hurting our students who might have otherwise benefited from the 
programs that are compromised in the decision-making. 

 
II. EISD opposes any school choice legislation that would divert public funds (i.e. 

property taxes) from public schools to any private entity that is not held to the 
same level of accountability or governance that public school districts are held 
to. 
 
An institution that is receiving funds from an individual/community should be held 
accountable to the funder (i.e. tax payers) and provide clear and transparent 
communication.  Private entities are only accountable to those who have been given 
the authority to govern.   

 
SCHOOL INNOVATION: 

I. Ensure that Senate Bill 1882 (85th Legislative Session) remains both 
programmatically supported by the Texas Education Agency (TEA), as well as 
fiscally sustainable through allocations to the TEA earmarked for 1882 
partnerships. 
 
Senate Bill 1882 has provided the opportunity for traditional school districts to partner 
with non-profit entities to create innovative educational experiences for students; 
however clear guidelines regarding governance and local accountability are unclear.  
Districts would benefit from thoughtful fleshing out of these guidelines.  
 
Additionally, much of this work is funded through grants with limited life spans.  The 
work of creating new models takes anywhere from 3 to 5 years which limits grant 
funded work to support the partnership development. 

 
PUBLIC SCHOOL SAFETY: 

I. Ensure that the Texas Legislature work with public school districts, school 
district police departments and locally elected school boards to identify, fund, 
and implement measures—including increased support for counseling/social 
work services, school safety preventative programming and mental health 
programs directors, as well as the staffing necessary to fulfill those services—
that increase student and staff safety, with consideration to the unique needs 
of each district/campus. 
 
Many districts are forced to make reactive changes to their school safety systems as 
a result of responding to instances that could have been prevented if interventions 
had been implemented from the start.  The problem; however, is that due to limited 
resources, many of those same districts/campuses are having to expend resources 
on existing need, as opposed to preventative measures to avoid conceivable need. 
  


