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We the people of the province of Texas, swearing by the Supreme Judge of the Universe 

the rightness of our intentions, declare that the binds that have held us beneath the domination of 

European Spain are forever broken; that we are free and Independent; that we have the right to 

establish our own Government; and that going forward, all legitimate authority arises from the 

People, and to the People alone belongs the right to govern; that from here on out, we are forever 

free of duty or obligation to any Foreign power. 

A decent respect for our own Dignity and to the opinions of the world requires that we 

relate the causes that have brought about this measure. 

A lengthy series of occurrences – arising from the lunacy, the wickedness, and the 

corruption [de la locura, de la maldad, y de la corrupción] of our Rulers in Spain has reduced that 

Kingdom to a state of bloody war between two competing powers, fighting for control of the 

Crown and control of the weak remnants of Government; in either case, both the substance and 

the form of true Sovereignty has been lost. In such a condition, the Kingdom finds itself unable to 

Defend its own Peninsula, much less her distant Colonies. These colonies are thus abandoned to 

the control of immoral men who seek only to abuse their authority, knowing that they will never 

be held to account for their rapacity. Since the moment of our abandonment, the natural law of 

self-preservation – that most sacred privilege of human creation - has made necessary the 

measures we now take. The World recognizes that we have suffered sufficiently from the 

oppression and privation to which we have been subject for too long. 

Governments are instituted for the well-being and happiness of the communities they 

govern, and NOT for the enrichment of a few individuals. When this end is perverted and the 
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Government becomes a tool of oppression, the People have the right to change it to one better 

adapted to their needs. Men are born free and begin their lives from the same point. They are 

formed in the image of their Creator to whom alone they must humble themselves. Who will say 

that we have not rightly arrived at the end of our patience, that we are more than justified in 

choosing now a new form of Government and casting off the rulers under whom we have not 

been able to realize our own happiness?  

 We have been ruled by rude intruders, animated in their posts only by the hope of taking 

from us all we own. We have been denied all form of participation in national and municipal 

affairs. We have felt the injustice of a Jealous Tyrant who has sought to prohibit all form of 

communication with other nations, in particular with those nations that might serve as examples 

to our own eyes of what could be. We have been denied books, the right to speak and even the 

right to think. Our Nation has been our prison. In a province that nature has so favored with her 

bounty, we are poor, having been denied even the right to cultivate and harvest the fruits of our 

own farms. 

 The business of our Nation has been sold to the favorites of the Court. Monopolists have 

compounded our suffering by exacting their excessive tolls from our pockets. And from petty 

Jealousy, our Superiors have demonstrated a barbarous and vengeful Inhospitality to our 

[American] neighbors, joined to us by blood and by bonds even more sacred. 

 We have been forbidden to realize the products of our own industry. All trade is labeled 

contraband. And all paths to public service and honor have been made unavailable to us. We have 

been denied posts in the Army which we support with our own sweat. Even to the soul of our 

country we have been refused, denied office and promotion within the Church to which we have 

forever been faithful and obedient sons. 

 We go about in rags and hungry because there is no incentive to engage in agriculture or 

manufacturing. The government monopolies and requirements to use stamped paper only add to 

the list of abuses and iniquities encouraged by our infamous Government. 
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 For far less did the People of the United States shake off the yoke of tyranny and declare 

their Independence. And the result has been prosperity, and their current splendor. 

 Our Laws, by contrast, are derived from a century of Corruption and a time of even 

greater despotism than that of the Roman empire, placed into effect by corrupt Tribunals. 

Justice is sold openly. A criminal proceeding goes on for half as long as a human life. 

Individuals are frequently arrested on frivolous charges, denunciations, and suspect laws, 

whereafter they end up forgotten in the darkness of their jail cells. 

An extended Sleep and a State of indifference is natural after such long suffering. Yet it 

has left us Numb, and we remain humbled and prostrate before our Government, reduced so far 

below our condition that we dare not even think of trying to improve our lot. 

And on top of it, we find our Spanish King overthrown. We saw what happened to our 

homeland, assaulted on the one hand by a powerful empire, seduced on the other hand in spite of 

her weakness into a destructive war of defense. We went along, forgetting our past suffering, the 

innumerable offenses, the unjust and unfair calumnies. We were so absorbed by our attachment to 

our homeland that we ran to the assistance of our capital, like faithful and submissive vassals. 

And in return for our loyal services, a tyrant thirsty for human blood and distinguished 

only by his lack of distinction in his home country, was sent amongst us. He combined cruel 

action with insatiable greed. He heightened the oppression of the state, and such was his cunning 

that he was able to deceive us for some time, convincing us that a new Parliament would respect 

our rights and address our grievances and that our Representatives would be received in the 

capital. Yet time has shown the falseness of these promises, and what deputation was sent from 

these provinces was soon drowned out by European Influence. 

A few miserable usurpers of the scepter of the Spanish Crown sold us to a Foreign 

Power, at the depths of our disgrace, all in order to better subjugate us to their will and their 

whims. They handed over everything, the products of many years of our labor, and repaid our 
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forced generosity with oppression, cruelty, and the most shameful slavery [la mas vergonzosa 

esclavitud]. 

Before us, the Colonies of South America have opened their eyes and declared 

themselves Independent. We find ourselves among the last to take this important step. 

And we have found ourselves obliged as much for ourselves as for posterity to direct our 

efforts toward the regeneration of the Mexican People [“el Pueblo Mexicano”], freeing ourselves 

of the weight of Foreign Domination, taking in our own hands the reins of our Government, 

promulgating Just Laws – founded on natural law, and creating tribunals administered by honest 

and pure-hearted men. By these means we aim to secure the prosperity of our Nation, and to 

secure for our nation an honored Station amongst the Nations of the World. 

As such, in order to provide for the general welfare, to ensure Domestic tranquility, to 

effect our independence with all appropriate dignity, and to avoid confusion and delay, we take 

up the voice of the People as individuals and grant our illustrious liberator Señor Don Bernardo 

Gutiérrez de Lara, General-in-Chief of the Mexican Republican Army of the North the Power to 

select on our behalf a President, six counselors, and a secretary to form collectively a Junta, 

invested with our complete authority, and to create in our name a Nation; to Establish a 

government for that nation; to Treat with Foreign Nations; to Maintain harmonious relationships 

with neighboring states and those in the interior of the Republic of Mexico; to provision an army, 

and to zealously defend our holy Religion, as well as Justice, reason, and the sacred rights of 

man.  

It shall be the obligation of those seven members of the Junta to select by a plurality of 

their votes a Governor with the Title of President, who shall hold executive authority for the 

Provisional Government of the State of Texas and such other powers as may be prescribed by the 

constitution to-come. 
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It shall also be the Obligation of the Junta to regulate commerce, to police the interior, to 

promulgate laws, and to arm and provision the Armies of the State of Texas, supported by the full 

faith and credit of the state. 

Similarly, the Junta shall exercise in Public such legal functions as necessary until such 

time as a general congress of the Mexican Republic shall be formed to otherwise delegate those 

authorities. 

In order to give greater weight to this declaration and to inspire due confidence in our 

new Nation, we each and all Solemnly Swear before the Holy Ghost, before our brothers 

throughout this Republic, and before the universe at-large that we will defend and sustain to the 

very end [hasta la última extremidad] our new Nation and the principles upon which it was 

founded with our fortunes and with our lives. 

San Antonio de Béxar, 6 de Abril de 1813, the third year of our Mexican Independence. 


